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Abstract 
This paper tries to show that globalization should be seen as a way of reception of a long-term approach to major contemporary 
issues, arising from the interaction of the many technical, political, economic, social, cultural phenomena and announcement of 
their settlement in a wide perspective of the international community.  
In the context of wealth of references to the role of intercultural education in fostering a democratic society based on the values 
of human rights and equal opportunities, it is obvious that the concern of European policy actors for the implementation of the 
principles of intercultural education must not remain a desideratum on paper.  
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1. History of globalization 
The word "globalization" is on everyone's lips; quickly became the watchword, magical incantation, the Passport 
that is able to open the gates to all present and future mysteries. For some people "globalization" is something we 
really have to realize if we want to be happy; for others, the source of our unhappiness lies precisely in the 
"globalization". It is safe, however, for the whole world like "globalization" means destiny heading inexorably 
towards the world, an irreversible process which affects us all equally and in the same way.  
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The term "globalization" arose in the late ' 60s and was launched by a Canadian specialist in the theory of means 
of mass communication, Teacher Marshall McLuhan, University of Toronto and American specialist regarding the 
"Problems of Communism",  Zbigniew Brzezinski, Colombia University. McLuhan has extrapolated the lessons of 
the war in Vietnam and has launched the "global state". 
The term of  globalization has entered in the dictionary for the first time in 1961. In the literature there are many 
definitions of this contemporary phenomenon. 
Globalization is an undeniable phenomenon today, which deeply affects the States' systems. In its present 
meaning, the term globalization arose from the awareness of the fact that the world is in a process, through which it 
will become a sort of "global village" or, at least, a single economic system, political and socio-cultural. Therefore, 
the implications of the phenomenon for education are serious and irrefutable. 
2. Systemic approach to globalization: definition, causes (forms), trends, methods 
2.1. Definition, causes (Forms) 
In the essay, I tried to approach globalization from a systemic point of view. Therefore, I should define  
globalization as the natural and/ or human process of expansion the phenomena from the local scale to the scale of 
the whole earth globe. 
From the point of view of geographical extension, the processes and natural and artificial phenomena (created by 
human being) are: 
x Local - at the level of an island, a country, etc.; 
x The area - at a level of a continent, a geoclimatic segment, etc.; 
x Overall, the entire globe. 
When we talk about globalization, by default, reference is made to social phenomena (Bloom & Global, 2007;      
Huntington,2005; Meadows, 1972; Mesarović & Pestel,1975; Stiglitz,2005; Ziegler & Műhlhoff,1998). 
The globalization of natural phenomena have objective causes: natural forms of the integrator-energy solar 
system or their own terrestrial energies. Solar storms cause temporary or definitive changes on individuals or on 
biotic systems as a whole. The fall of an asteroid, we can radically change the Earth's climate, for large periods of 
time or could disintegrate our entire planet. 
If the above examples were external causes, the same thing can also happen to a major eruption of a volcano. The 
eruption of the volcano Tambora in 1815 (Indonesia) has changed weather around the globe, causing frost in June, 
in Italy,  snow in Virginia and the destruction of crops in Europe and Asia. 
In what regards the relative energies of nature of this phenomenon, we can distinguish two basic shapes:  
x Natural Globalization, owing to natural forms of natural energy and bioenergy: Many natural phenomena 
limited to certain geographical areas have expanded on a global scale: warming, pollution, restriction biosystems 
area of flora and fauna, etc. Most of them are caused by human greed, maximizing profits through uncontrolled 
exploitation of natural resources, ineffective monitoring and intervention structures on nature protection. There 
are phenomena independent of human will as: changing the shape and position of the Earth's magnetic field, the 
solar energy processes, etc. 
x Artificial, dogmatic globalization, generated by groups of economic and political interests, which handles the 
intellectual energy to the masses, at a global level, to specific economic and social objectives. "Artificial" feature 
of this type of globalization highlights her exclusive reliance on "intellectual power", the only form of energy 
created through human education. It goes without saying that the phenomena of globalization were a source of 
artificial knowledge of dogmatic religion and politics. Thus, we distinguish two forms: 
x Positive Globalization, fuelled by the development of science and extending knowledge of planetary 
scale as a result of the processing of artificial means of distance communication. As far as I analyzed, 
some of the processes of globalization are positive: 
- Standardization, which, thanks to a TV, computer, etc. produced in Korea or Australia, can operate in electric 
system of any country in Europe, and vice versa; 
- Computerization, thanks to which the persons connected to the Internet, they can communicate with each other 
in any corner of the world where there are such technologies; 
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- Technology transfer that although preferential reach in less developed countries, for reasons of profit 
maximization; 
- Accelerating the pace of trade and services, etc. 
x Political globalization, generated by economic interest groups, in order to maximize profits. In this 
case, I observed that it is accompanied by innumerable negative effects on a worldwide scale, including: 
- Amplification of the military conflict and terrorist actions of reaction; 
- Polarization Wealth, due to the principle of maximizing profits, which generates economic feedback loops, 
positive permanent distribution of wealth by interest groups in developed countries to the detriment of the majority 
of citizens around the world with fixed income (wages, pensions, etc.); 
-Polluting the atmosphere due to the same principle "maximizing profits", which makes the employers not to 
invest in technologies for the protection of the natural environment, only within the limits set out legal obligations of 
States under their influence. The example of the U.S. Government, to refuse signing the Kioto Protocol and then 
from Melbourne, on the reduction of polluting emissions, is enlightening, USA, making it one of the biggest 
polluters of the world; 
The main forms of globalization are: political organisations with global influence: the UN, NATO, EU, etc. and 
interest groups in their "behind": transnational companies (Shell, OPEC, the General Electric engine, British 
Petroleum, the World Bank, the Microsoft Company, etc.)  
"Well-known International Business Machines company is a transnational monopoly because it dominates not 
only the U.S. market, but also the entire world or market. A monopoly is the Anglo-Dutch company Unilever, but 
only in the margarine industry, where it owns the largest share in the world production. So is the same case with the 
company Nestlé in the production of soluble coffee concentrate. 
In turn, Royal Dutch-Shell and British Petroleum have constituted a monopoly when they decided the Division of 
the European market and pricing. " 
The two cases have been reported since the beginning of human existence, with spatial and temporal effects 
commensurate with the level of intellectual energy of  ethnic and religious "action groups". 
The main consequences of globalization were primitive empires and the expansion of their religious worship. 
2.2. Trends, means 
As far as I’m concerning, some of the main trends of globalization and means in the next foreseeable period (10-
20 years), are: 
x Accelerate the volatilization and gauge of their values-coin, through expansion of electronic transactions; 
x Labor productivity growth by expanding production and introduction of robotics and humanoid robots; 
x Expansion of resource exploitation in outer space by interplanetary and interplanetary stations, Moon and Mars, 
being the first objective; 
x Extension of the control of populations through modern surveillance and psychological influence; 
x Emphasizing local and global conflicts as a result of the continuing polarization of riches; 
x Expansion of labor migration and the relative decline of its real value through formalized discrimination 
(migrants, specific legislation in relation to the disadvantage of the indigenous population); 
x Expansion of organized crime as a result of no potential of States in relation to criminal structures; 
x Changing family structures and relations, which are critical for perpetuating the human species by nuclear-torque 
"parents at work, grandparents in retirement homes, kids in pensions", the proliferation of exceptions for family 
(families against nature, informal nature, etc.) 
x Human alienation generated by the rule of money and wealth generating opposing mentalities socialization; 
x Changing the components of social power in favor of knowledge - based on the resources as "artificial 
intelligence" increasingly accessible to the masses, etc. 
3. The Dualism of globalization processes 
In my opinion, it is evident in all the processes of globalization, owing to the dualism of the human being, which 
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swings between "good" and "bad", the main cause of the current forms of imbalance: 
x Continuous restriction of natural biosystems spaces in favor of human, with the losers species extinct or 
endangered; 
x Accelerating wealth polarization, the major international corporations and international banking system, due to 
lower living standards relative to the overall population; 
x Extending control information through secrecy, privatization, etc. and dual-breaking information barriers, both at 
the expense of the citizen majority; 
x Changing the mindset of the new generation, towards the speculative society, more attractive than moral-
reasonable - through "factory of myths" (private media), utilitarian and sequential education, etc. 
x Accelerate knowledge and increase of the general level of civilization by seeking solutions of dual processes; 
x Expansion of cultural and traditional exchanges between different peoples, etc.; 
x Increasing political anti-globalization of structures and actions on the expansion level of culture, access to 
classified information and strengthening pro-democracy and non-governmental structures (non-political), etc. (ex. 
Greenpeace, mobilization through Internet against official actions clearly antidemocratic, etc.) 
4. Some influences of globalization on social and natural environment, adjustment of national systems 
I consider, besides the positive aspects referred to §2.1. and §2.2., some influences of globalization on social and 
natural enviroenment, adjustment of national systems, that are worth to be mentioned, such as: 
x Enhancing the European concerns to reduce pollution and use of unconventional energy; 
x The introduction of obligatory standards for the protection of public consumption, more complete information 
regarding the customer on the quality of products before they are purchased; 
x Legislative harmonization and recognition of European and educational levels, etc. 
5. Culturalization  
Culturalization is the most important human process, as it invests the individual with a bio-energetically artificial 
right, the intellectual energy, placing him on top of the food chain. 
Knowledge, as level of the common and particular energy, is the most democratic extension of the social power, 
reason for which, during the Middle Ages, it was controlled by mysticism and illiteracy, slowing down the natural 
evolution of sciences and technologies for a long period of time. 
ll the world countries have institutionalized educational systems, where attaining a certain level of general and 
professional culture is mandatory within the legal system. What tells one from another is the facility of the new 
generations to access the educational institutions, often conditioned by taxes that are off limits for the majority 
living below the threshold of existential poverty. 
Similarly to wealth, I consider knowledge is exponentially accumulated in the developed countries, able not only 
to facilitate the access of the entire population to culture but, above all, to stimulate the scientific research in order to 
acquire new society and nature related knowledge. Moreover, it introduces the brightest minds from second and 
third world countries, tempting them with salaries inaccessible in their countries of origin that covered the costs of 
their education in becoming specialists. We deal here with another form, maybe the most significant, of polarizing 
the main source of present wealth: the knowledge. USA is by far the magnet for all talents, changing as such the 
common relationship between the performances of its own citizens and those from the emergent states 
(Toffler,2006,p.189)†. 
Knowledge seems to be the main feature of the scholar. Even from the oldest times, man has not hesitated to 
risk his life to discover that which was unknown to him, to give new meanings to what he already knew. But what 
culture really stands for? What are the means to acquire it and what is its purpose? These are questions to which the 
 
 
† According to the National Science Committee, the foreign students obtain almost 50% of the PhD in mathematics, informatics and engineering 
granted by the United States, whereas the young American people express a progressively lower interest for these fields. 
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man tried to give answers over time. 
From systemic point of view, human knowledge could be defined as a mother linguistic convention for 
describing from a qualitative and quantitative point of view the objective realities by means of one or more 
languages used to communicate. “Mother language” seems to be a restrictive expression, but is the first human form 
for encoding the information transmitted from parents to children.  
I observed that children receive from their parents both sequences of scientific knowledge, especially regarding 
the domestic environment (filiations, domestic technologies, native natural environment, familial activities for 
producing and consuming strictly necessary goods etc.), as well as habits of mind or traditions of dogmatic 
knowledge, as those relating to mysticism, politics, fashion, habits and customs.  
The relationship between the levels of the two cases of the process of knowledge depends to a great extent on the 
parents’ profession, the children’s entourage, the communication technologies used by the family and, mainly, on 
the economic and social type of government, the foundation of every nation’s general mentality. 
The history of sciences (Bernal,1964) portrays the evolution of the two relatively distinct ways of knowledge 
that generated methods, structures and different ends for the individual and for the humankind: scientific 
knowledge and dogmatic knowledge. If one accepts culture as the level of the intellectual energy reached through 
knowledge, then the consequences of using this form of energy could be named civilization.  
Nevertheless, in my opinion, higher education and in the most part of the socio-economic works, the distinction 
between culture and civilization is diffuse, with various interpretative consequences. All the more vague is the 
concept of culture itself.‡. The most dysfunctional of interpretations is related to the source of the diversity of 
civilizations (Huntington,2005) attributed to the culture “in general”, not to the dogmatic culture – factual cause of 
the diversity of human behavior and the conflicts.  
For that reason I consider a series of explanations compatible with the scientific rigor is necessary. 
5.1. Scientific knowledge 
In my opinion, scientific knowledge can be appreciated by means of a transparent, coherent, accurate and rational 
methodology of researching and proving realities on certain material and/or spiritual entities. The scientific 
knowledge adopts, as one of the main parameters of the value of truth, the criterion of conformity between the real 
entity and the one described by the information of the researcher on the respective entity, criterion arguable by 
experiments, mathematic and quantitative evaluations etc. 
We all should realise that scientific knowledge must be the main aim of the education at any level, because of the 
extraordinary consequences it has on the human being, on his environment and on the existence of the humankind 
itself. 
The scientific researcher, main source of knowledge, follows the investigation methodology starting from study 
hypotheses (objectives of knowledge), the use of technologies and methods specific for investigation and draws 
conclusions subsequent to gathering information verifiable by means of logical deduction, measurement and/or 
estimation, over the properties of the real entities (when identifiable), or over a “pattern” of the entity when the 
empirical procedures could affect negatively the entity itself. Finally, he suggests ways of improving the human 
interaction with the respective entity, anticipating both the positive and the negative effects. 
From systemic point of view that I embrassed in all my researche, any information that cannot be associated with 
a system is a potential source of useless stress, wrong decisions or inappropriate behaviors. 
As such, education is the main source for the access of the new generations to scientific knowledge. 
The sciences of nature occurred and developed continuously by means of predominantly scientific knowledge, 
due to the permanently positive feedback.  
The scientific knowledge confers a special quality on the educated individual, of self-adaptable energetic 
 
 
‡ [122/522] Chapter 12: “CULTURE – An ambiguous concept”. “Mandatory reference for anyone studying the concept of culture in the domains 
constituting the human sciences, Alfred L. Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn (1952) paper makes available a set of 163 definitions, conditioning, in 
the first place, the occurrence of a multitude of meanings.  
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amplifier (Ghiţescu,2006), quality which positions him on top of the food chain of the living world. Scientific 
knowledge has given and gives birth to technological means for the fabrication of material and spiritual goods, 
whose productivity (human amplification coefficient) has continuously grown. All the practical functions, 
technologies, starting with the domestic ones, continuing with the cosmic ones and ending with the ones meant for 
research, together with the behaviors necessary for using them, could be named civilization.  
Implicitly, it results that it exists a verifiable line between culture (knowledge) and civilization, by means of the 
cause-effect relation: knowledge is the cause, civilization (technologies and behavior) is the effect. 
5.2. Dogmatic knowledge 
The dogmatic knowledge is identifiable by declaring a series of paradigms as absolute truths on the entities 
in discussion. The dogmatic researcher does not question the consistency between the paradigms describing the 
properties of the entity and the entity itself. Starting from such “axioms”, he subsequently builds arguments and 
ways of interaction between human and entity, between human and human, society and entity, society, nature and 
human etc., which seem accurate but, when compared to the means of scientific research, many of them are, in 
essence, intellectual manipulations meant for the ignorant individual.  
The dogmatic knowledge appears predominantly in religion and politics. 
The results of the dogmatic researches are synthesized in political, economic, religious and military doctrines. 
The dogmatic knowledge has created and developed a civilization relatively distinct from the scientific one 
(using the results of the scientific discoveries): a civilization of mysticism and politics (Huntington,2005). 
The expansion of the mystical civilization is proportional to the level of ignorance of the population. 
From the oldest times and, unfortunately, equally nowadays and in the near future, promoting the dogmatic 
knowledge has as main role the manipulation of the people in order to be dominated by groups of interest 
(“action groups”).  
The politic governments as such are forms of predominantly dogmatic civilization, especially where the 
structures representing the power do not stand for the interests of the majority anymore. In order to maintain their 
domination, the antidemocratic governments promote ignorance (growing illiteracy) and manipulation through 
religion and the politicized media. 
6. Education as seen by globalization 
Globalization is a phenomenon initiated a long time ago and restructured as a formula from the primitive cultural 
domination to the modern organic character of the human world and of the natural environment. Between the world 
of Alexander the Great and the global-organic world Gaia, all the politic decisions were transferred in educative 
patterns, promoting a certain type of human ideal by means of home school. In the era of the great colonization, the 
nationalist educative model appeared together with the harsh human type with blind respect towards the law and 
regulations. In order to promote this human type, corporal hitting as a corrective instrument was widely used. This 
educational instrument is characteristic for all warlike societies from all times. It can be found at the old Sumerians 
who founded the first schools, as well as in the 19th century Europe.  
The contemporary era cannot promote, however, the same educational ideals, presenting even a visible confusion 
concerning the prototype of model human being, as a much deeper phase of the globalization has been reached, 
namely the organicity of cultures. One finds, therefore, economic and cultural networks, areas of economic and 
cultural trust, as for example the francophone region, networks of specialists functioning, regardless of state, 
worldwide, and many more new concepts. 
From a behavioral point of view, one discusses nowadays of bio-ethics, socio-ethics, business and ethics, society 
based on knowledge, bio-diversity and cultural diversity and the like.  
New educational instruments have developed, data bases formed through the contribution of the readers 
“wikipedia.org”, for example, containing miscellaneous knowledge, instruction and training methodologies for the 
teachers (formath, for example), methodologies for improving the intellectual or the communication abilities 
developed 30 years ago by Edward de Bono in “Six Thinking Hats”, and many more. 
New educational products from methodologies to knowledge bases address another type of youths who must 
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adapt to another stage of globalization. On the other side, various educational programs are implemented, meant for 
shaping behaviors by widening the field of knowledge of the participant to the program. They have already become 
classic the socialization or team training programs addressing both children and employees of companies. These 
programs show the students what an adequate behavior means from the point of view of a system integrating 
economically the individual. 
Programs for protecting the natural or social environment have been also created, for training leaders, for 
improving the entrepreneurship qualities and many more addressing a clear need of the people to adapt to the 
behavioral changes requested by the modern stage of the globalization. 
I observed the school education is less and less based on memorizing knowledge giving the historical shape of a 
nation, but develops towards training abilities to find the information everyone needs, to use modern means of 
investigating the data and find the research methodologies for one’s own path in the carrier as far back as from 
school. 
Training the teachers has not an encyclopedic character anymore, but regards familiarizing the students with 
understanding their own methodologies of investigation. For this reason, the teachers must use a wide range of 
teaching methodologies according to children’s learning techniques and to their personal capacities. 
The work market requests more and more frequently personalities able to progress in the economic system and 
who can adapt to the complex demands of the job. For this reason, the education promotes methodologies of 
forming the critical thinking, lateral thinking, complex thinking, analytical thinking or of other intellectual training 
methods for the children. 
All these new tendencies, already in practice for some time in the economically advanced countries, create a huge 
gap from the countries that are not acquainted to and do not use them yet. The gap can be seen both at the level of 
economic performances of every country and at the level of the social stability or dynamic. In general, the 
introduction of such “new concepts” was made by means of top education, namely the education of gifted and 
talented children. In countries economically advanced this lead to the improvement in time of the entire educational 
system. 
Years ago, a friend from Switzerland asked me: “What would cost you Romanians to be more polite, punctual, to 
say thank you and hallo? Nothing, as compared to the benefits you would have in the relationships with your 
business partners!” These behaviors, as many others related to civism, to maintaining a pleasant, healthy, agreeable 
and functional social environment, are developed in socialization programs that are missing from our traditions. 
Necessity is the mother of invention. We have plenty of necessities and the time has come to learn a few things 
from them. 
Professor Marcelo Suarez Orozco, author of the book “Globalization: Culture and Education in the New 
Millennium” distinguishes between four major aspects of globalization: 
x expansion of emigration; 
x power and ubiquity of the new technologies at a global level; 
x post-nationalization of production and distribution of goods and services; 
x “come-and-go” dynamics of cultures at a global level, concept moving away from the cultural “Americanization” 
pattern promoted by other authors. 
He condemns the fact that the education the children and youths are receiving today in schools does not regard 
the globalization problem. The globalization is a complex process which involves the processing of enormous 
quantities of data and information, requiring the development of the multifunctional capacities and the ability to 
quickly solve problems. 
As far as I can see the higher educational institutions are also touched by the flows of globalization, triggering a 
stronger competition between universities, eager to attract as many good students in their classes. The competition 
inevitably involves a classification of these educational institutions which, in a globalized world, connects 
universities all around the globe, classified according to their students’ performances, but also according to many 
other criteria, such as infrastructure, financing etc. 
Naturally, advantaged by the worldwide spreading of English, England intends to become a leader of the higher 
education delivered at an international level, through the internet, by creating branches of its universities in different 
countries all around the globe, in order to compete with USA. 
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7. Conclusions 
First of all, the humankind should accept that change is precisely its new way of living and then to see, step by 
step, how this change is produced worldwide, from customs and small habits to institutionalized buildings. 
Second of all, in my opinion self-adjusting of the national systems will be significantly influenced by 
international elites, by central structures specific to globalization (The United Nations, NATO, BM, The Council of 
Europe, The European Parliament, The European Central Bank etc.). Therefore I see a number of consequences, 
such as: 
x The majority of people will not be able to locate as easily the source of economic and social discomfort, nor 
whom to address for solutions; 
x Growth of direct and indirect taxes and dues for “maintaining the supranational structures”; 
x Reconfiguring negative feedback structures, able to adapt less efficiently and more difficult to the effects of 
globalization, so as to intervene more proficiently against the obvious negative effects. 
I realized that there are fundamental differences between the resolutions of the two flows of knowledge, which 
should concern the higher education at a strategic level: 
x The scientific knowledge is a source for progress and prosperity for the humankind, of equity and security for the 
entire population worldwide; 
x Dogmatic knowledge has as main objective attaining the social power and domination of small groups of interest 
calling themselves “world elites”; 
According to my systemic approach, I certainly should say that the previous conclusions lead to special social 
and economic consequences: 
x Science unites people through common results of knowledge (1+1=2 in England, as well as in India and 
America, for the rich and for the poor, for the Orthodox and the Muslim); 
x Science is a set of theories, proved and verified, concerning a material and/or spiritual system, in continuous 
growth; 
x Doctrine can be defined as a set of dogmata, concerning a material or spiritual system, developed and elaborated. 
I observed that the identity of the individual or of the group is threatened by the flow and the rhythm of the 
globalization. There is, nevertheless, the new horizon of an identity from the reflexivity offered by the chances of 
globalization. In conclusion, knowledge is advantaged by the data flow, its permanent production and spread and the 
thirst for knowledge of contemporary civilizations. 
Unfortunately, the chorus of those who oppose globalization becomes more and more powerful. Globalization, 
some say, creates a world of winners and losers. Globalization is not seen by everyone as a remedy able to heal all 
the diseases our planet suffers from. From this point of view, the excitement some prove is not completely justified. 
Moreover, various observers of the international economic life consider it to be artificially maintained exactly by 
those benefiting from it and less by those who suffered losses or were simply marginalized.  
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